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In the past 30 years there has been an increasing trend to breed more mottle-leaved cultivars, particularly focusing on white/pink/green combinations in miniature Neoregelias. A key species form in these crosses is Neoregelia ‘Marble Throat’, a Brazilian cultivar of unknown origin released with no positive I.D. about 1975 by Lotus Osiris Nursery, Brazil. This was named N. ’Marble Throat’ by Bill Seaborn of Seaborn Del Dios Nursery, Escondido, California and later determined by Harry Luther to be a select form of N. chlorosticta.  Others growers concurred also that it breeds true from self-set seed but thought it is more allied to N. maculata. N. ‘Marble Throat’ (Figure 1) is a small upright rosette to 15cms. diameter and 20cms. tall with 5cms. long stolons. The green leaves spotted white have heavily-marbled cream inner leaves and white petals. The rosette base is sepia red with green spotting and the entire foliage can flush pink in strong light. This mottle gene seems dominant and transmits well to many hybrids. To date the Bromeliad Cultivar Register (http://registry.bsi.org/) under Advanced Search lists N. ‘Marble Throat’ for 29 entries as a seed parent and 3 entries as a pollen parent, but other unrecorded crosses are known to be in cultivation. 





In 2007 Hawaiian breeder Lisa Vinzant of Olomana Tropicals, Oahu produced N. ‘Easter Egg’ (‘Ruby Throat’  x ‘Pink Mosaic’) . Lisa’s own cross N. ‘Ruby Throat’ (‘Honi Honi’ x ‘Marble Throat’) has  ‘Fireball’, ‘Nana’, sarmentosa and ’Fairy Paint’ in its ancestry. The pollen parent ’Pink Mosaic’ (‘Marble Throat’ x ?) was bred by  pioneer Hawaiian grower Hatsumi Maertz. 





All this lineage behind N. ‘Easter Egg’ (Figure 2) has produced a midi-sized, broad-leaved, open rosette to 25cms. diameter. In strong light the foliage features a good balance of green, cream and pink marbling throughout, reminiscent of a candied, decorative Easter egg. Even in the relatively-mild Hawaiian winter, leaf colouring and markings are still attractive (Figure 3) with little loss of marbling.   























